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experiences, but to hard facts of the so-
called objective world. A man has prayed
for money, and the post has brought him
the required amount; a woman has prayed
for food, and food has been brought to her
cloor. In connection with charitable under-
takings, especially, there is plenty of
evidence of help prayed for in urgent need,
and of speedy and liberal response. On
the other hand, there is also plenty of
evidence of prayers left unanswered ; of
the hungry starving to death, of the child
snatched from its mother's arms by disease,
despite the most passionate appeals to
God. Any true view of prayer must take
into account all these facts.

Nor is this all There are many facts
in this experience which are strange and
puzzling. A prayer that perhaps is trivial
meets with an answer, while another on
an important matter fails ; a passing
trouble is relieved, while a prayer poured
out to save a passionately beloved life
finds no response. It seems almost im-
possible for the ordinary student to
discover the law according to which a
prayer is or is not productive.
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